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Barley 
 

DESCRIPTION 
Barley is a small grain grown for beverage production (malting) and for cattle feed as grain 
supplement and forage (seeded with alfalfa). Like many grains, barley has a starchy endosperm, 
a germ and a hull. The germ holds the oil and protein, the endosperm contains the carbohydrates 
are, and the hull is lignocellulosic. In addition to the grain, there are crop residues. 

CLASSIFICATION 
Starch and sugars, plant-based proteins, plant-based oils, lignocellulosic biomass 

SOURCE INDUSTRY 
Barley farming. See the Grains & Crops industry roadmap.  

ANNUAL VOLUME GENERATED IN WISCONSIN 
43,000 tons (1.8 million bushels)1 

CURRENT APPLICATIONS 
Food products (flour, bran, malts), animal feed, starch, enzymes, maltodextrins, fructose syrups, 
maltose syrups2 

PRICE 
$2.70-$3.40/bushel malt, and roughly 20 percent less for feed grain 

APPLICABLE BIOREFINING PROCESSES 
Fermentation of 6-carbon sugars and starches 
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